
WJEC 2018 Online Exam Review

GCSE French Unit 3 Foundation Tier

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 739 5.6 0.8 6 92.7 99.9
2 740 4.6 0.8 6 77.2 100
3 736 4.7 1.1 6 78.3 99.5
4 736 4.1 1.6 6 68.3 99.5
5 734 3 1.4 6 50.1 99.2
6 728 2.7 1.4 6 44.3 98.4
7 728 2.6 1.2 6 43.9 98.4
8 727 1.3 1.2 6 22.4 98.2
9 719 2.2 1.4 6 35.9 97.2

10 693 1.1 1.4 6 18.9 93.7
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Sticky Note

Marks111101Total = 5/6



Sticky Note

This is the only incorrect answer demonstrating that 'courir' is not known.



Sticky Note

This candidate has shown sufficient understanding of  lexis and vocabulary to be able to recognise and respond to key information, extract, organise and present relevant details.












Sticky Note

Marks(a) 1(b) 1(c) 0(d) 1(e) 1(f) 0Total = 4/6



Sticky Note

A single word answer is sufficient.



Sticky Note

The candidate has misunderstood 'cinquante.' The numbers 'cinq/quinze/cinquante' are often confused.



Sticky Note

'Old miners' is an acceptable alternative to 'former miners.'



Sticky Note

The candidate has understood 'fromage' but not 'fabriqué' and has tried to produce an answer. Higher level skills are needed to work out the correct meaning.



Sticky Note

' Bonnes chaussures' correctly understood.
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Question 6  [6] 
 
(a) that they go to school together  (1) 
 
(b) since they were 8 years old  (1) 
 
(c) long brown hair/her laugh/her calmness/composure  (1) 
 
(d) They are like sisters  (1) 
 
(e) Camille spent her (first) holidays without her parents with Léa/sent her first text to 


Léa/ they have done things together for the first time  (1) 
 
(f) their families have grown close/become friends/the families spend a lot of time  


together  (1) 
















Sticky Note

Marks011001Total = 3/6



Sticky Note

Incorrect answer as 'évitez' was not understood.



Sticky Note

'Swimming' was correctly identified as the answer and most candidates knew this item of vocabulary.



Sticky Note

The answer required 'recipes/meals' as 'foods' was considered too vague and ambiguous.



Sticky Note

Key items of vocabulary 'courir/plage' not recognised but a  good (although incorrect) attempt to formulate an answer based on the rest of the text. It is good advice to consider the context of a question which can sometimes help to produce a correct answer, although unfortunately not this time. 



Sticky Note

There are three possible answers for this question which requires the candidate to recognise the overall message of the text. The candidate has correctly understood the message and has followed the rubric in only giving one detail, which is good practice.



Sticky Note

A detailed response was required for one mark: app/phone + to count calories












Sticky Note

Marks(a) 0(b) 0(c) 1(d) 1(e) N/A(f) 1Total = 3/6



Sticky Note

The candidate has focused on the means of getting to school rather than on the fact that the girls go together. There is recognition of some items of vocabulary but the overall meaning of some sentences is not understood.



Sticky Note

'Toute les deux' has been misinterpreted as 'for two years' and the correct information has not been extracted from the text.



Sticky Note

Of the several possible correct answers 'long hair' was the most popular and presumably 'longs cheveux' was most easily recognisable. Very few candidates understood 'son rire.'



Sticky Note

This question proved to be challenging and this candidate chose not to attempt an answer. Candidates are always advised to try and answer the question.

























Sticky Note

Marks(a) 1(b) 1(c) 1(d) 1(e) 1(f) 1Total = 6/6



Sticky Note

A good answer. The candidate has demonstrated understanding of the heading and responded appropriately.



Sticky Note

'Gratuit' has been understood. The answer is expressed in two different ways (free/nothing) presumably because the candidate wants to ensure that the answer is correct. 



Sticky Note

'Cinquante' is correctly translated as 50. Misunderstanding numbers can often cause candidates to lose marks. The candidate has adhered to the rubric and selected only one detail.



Sticky Note

A good answer. The candidate has focused on the question which asks about tour guides and not the tour itself, scanned the text for particular information and presented a relevant detail which answers the question well.



Sticky Note

The candidate has scanned for particular information and recognised a correct answer.  As in (b) an alternative answer is given (warm jersey/warm clothes) as if the candidate wants to reinforce the answer. In this instance, the second part is not contradictory and so the mark is awarded. Sometimes, by giving too many alternative answers, candidates may add incorrect or contradictory information which may lose them a mark.



Sticky Note

This proved to be a difficult question as it was necessary to deduce information. 'Fromage' as an item of vocabulary is easily recognised but the key point is that it is 'fabriqué sur place' and this is what is unusual. Again the candidate gives a slight variation in the second answer but this actually enhances the meaning. 



Sticky Note

These answers demonstrate comprehension of a text (a public notice) and show the candidate's ability to recognise and respond to key information, to scan for particular information, to deduce meaning and to present relevant details as coherent answers.
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Question 5 [6] 
 
(a) people who like history/coal mining  (1) 
 
(b) nothing/free of charge  (1) 
 
(c) Any one: underground/lasts 50 minutes/you walk for 700m/wear a helmet/carry a    


lamp  (1) 
 
(d) Any one: former miners/talk about their working life/experience as miners (1) 
 
(e) Any one: you need good shoes/ warm jumper/sweater/warm clothes  (1) 
 
(f) it is made in Big Pit/locally/you wouldn’t expect to buy cheese in a mine (1) 
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Sticky Note

Marks(a) 0(b) 1(c) 0(d) 0(e) 0(f) 1Total = 2/6



Sticky Note

'Many candidates suggested the the important thing was arriving on time or a particular means of transport. As in this case, 'ensemble' was not recognised.



Sticky Note

The answer doesn't make sense. Perhaps a more careful reading of the question might have produced a correct answer. Some candidates underline or highlight question words on the paper and this is good practice to be encouraged.  



Sticky Note

This response was considered too vague to be awarded a mark. 



Sticky Note

An attempt to answer the question based on what friends might share but no reference to this in the text. 







































Sticky Note

Marks(a) 1(b) 1(c) 0(d) 0(e) 0(f) 0Total = 2/6



Sticky Note

'Historian' has quite a specific meaning but shows that the candidate has understood 'histoire' and so is acceptable for 1 mark.



Sticky Note

'Cinquante' incorrectly translated as '5.'



Sticky Note

An incorrect answer which is vague and based on recognition of the cognate 'expériences' but showing no real understanding of the overall meaning of the sentence. 



Sticky Note

'Fromage' is understood but not 'prévoyez' which would have indicated where the correct answer could be found in the text.  Focusing on the word 'advice' in the question may have lead to a different answer.



Sticky Note

An attempt to give a suitable response but misunderstanding of 'sur place'  produces an incorrect answer based on a superficial reading of the text.



Sticky Note

Overall an attempt to produce coherent answers, no questions left unattempted, but some misunderstanding due to partial comprehension of text and reliance on recognition of single words only without deducing meaning of longer phrases and sentences.
















Sticky Note

Marks010001Total = 2/6



Sticky Note

Correct answer. Most candidates recognised 'natation.'



Sticky Note

The answer is too vague. 'Online/on the internet' would be required and 'foods' is not accepted as an answer.  



Sticky Note

Partial response which required ' using an app/phone' to complete the meaning. Insufficient information given.



Sticky Note

'Courir' not known.



Sticky Note

The incorrect spelling of 'regularly' can be tolerated and 1 mark awarded.
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Question 7 [6] 
 
One thing you should avoid doing if 
you want to stay healthy.  
Write one detail. 


drastic/extreme diets/training too hard
  


(1) 


One activity that helps you to 
recover from injuries. 


swimming (1) 


Ways in which new technology can 
help you to eat healthily.  
Write two details. 


finding recipes/meals (on the internet) (2) 


use (apps on) your phone to help you 
count calories 


 


One way of staying fit on holiday. running/jogging (barefoot) in the sand/on 
the beach 


(1) 


Didier’s overall message for 
staying healthy and fit. 
Write one detail. 


Any one: 
exercise regularly 
eat healthily 
but above all enjoy yourself 


(1) 
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Question 5 [6] 
 
(a) people who like history/coal mining  (1) 
 
(b) nothing/free of charge  (1) 
 
(c) Any one: underground/lasts 50 minutes/you walk for 700m/wear a helmet/carry a    
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Sticky Note

Marks(a) 0(b) 1(c) 1(d) 1(e) 1(f) 1Total = 5/6



Sticky Note

An incorrect answer. The candidate has correctly recognised 'ensemble' and finally decided on 'playground' for 'lycée so a mark was lost. Although schools have playgrounds, the word on its own is ambiguous and could indicate somewhere other than school. Alternative answers are always considered and awarded a mark if acceptable. 



Sticky Note

A correct answer. Many candidates simply focused on 'huit' and gave incorrect answers such as 'for eight years' showing only partial comprehension of the text.



Sticky Note

There were a number of potentially correct answers to choose from and the candidate has shown good judgment in following the rubric and only selecting one correct answer.



Sticky Note

A short answer but perfectly adequate for one mark.



Sticky Note

This question tested skills of deduction and interpretation. This was one of the examples given to illustrate the answer that the girls had done lots of things together for the FIRST time. However this was considered a good answer.



Sticky Note

There are several acceptable correct answers for this question and the candidate has once again shown good judgment in choosing only one correct  response as required by the rubric.











